
Frankenmuth News Creative Brief
Prepared by Katie Valley

The Problem
The newspaper needs a 
redesign. Its current design 
includes a cluttered masthead, 
tight spacing between stories,
no story type separation and 
clustered ad placement. 

Brand Statement
Frankenmuth News is a 
113-year-old newspaper that 
serves as the primary local news 
source for Frankenmuth, Mich.

The Facts The Big Idea

The Details The Plan

The solution is to modernize the 
paper to have more story spacing, 
content separation, better ad 
accommodation and a clearer 
color scheme, giving Frankenmuth 
News readers a comprehensive 
newspaper design.

Content will be aggregated from the 
newspaper to create a four-page, 
11x14” design model.

The model will include a feature 
story center spread with original 
reporting and phtography placed in 
an established features section.

14 YEARS 	   The design has been 
			      active since July 2005.

SINCE 1906    The paper has served 		
		               Frankenmuth citizens 	   
                                and surrounding
 			      city subscribers.

OBJECTIVE
Provide easily 
accessible news 
content to people 
in the area of all 
genders and ages 
through a redesign.

COMPTETITION
MLive offers sporadic 
city coverage. The 
revamp will show that 
Frankenmuth News 
beats its competition in 
content and presentation.

The Budget
$500	 Design work cost

$150	 Production cost
		  (100 copies at $1.50 each)



The Current
Design

FHS could 
lose football 
rival in TVC
realignment

Nearly 40 years ago, the 
Tri-Valley Conference had a 
humble start, with eight schools 
as charter members in 1979.

Over the years, it split into 
two divisions and ultimately 
24 school districts called the 
conference home in three 
different divisions, mostly 
based on enrollment and 
geography.
With Shepherd and Pinconning 

announcing their intentions to 
leave the league, the TVC will 
be left with 18 schools.

The TVC superintendents 
met last Friday, June 22, to 
make plans for divisional
realignment for the 2019-2020
school year - after Shepherd 
and Pinconning leave for the 
Jack Pine Conference in fall
2019.

The superintendents came
up with a new, two division 
alignment. The two divisions
have yet to be named.

The eight-school division 
will have Alma, Freeland, 
Standish-Sterling and Swan 
Valley joining current East 
Division members Birch Run, 
Bridgeport, Essexville Garber
and Frankenmuth.

The 10-school division 
will include Bullock Creek, 
Carrollton, Hemlock, Ithaca, 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary, 
Millington, Nouvel Catholic 
Central, St. Charles, St. Louis 
and Valley Lutheran.

Eight teams are ideal for 
the nine-week prep football 
season, leaving a season opener 
and closer for a nonconference 
opponent. However, in 
Frankenmuth's case, that 
could mean an end to playing 
Millington - which is akin to 
eliminating the Michigan-Ohio 
State battle at the end of the 
season.
“To play Millington, that would 

have to be nonconference. That 
is if the other division decides to 
have open dates,” FHS football 
Head Coach Phil Martin said.

With 10 teams, it is 
conceivable each team would 
play each other one time - all 
league contests.

FSD Superintendent Adele 
Martin said determinations 
were made at this time so that 
planning and scheduling for the 
2019-2020 season could begin 
coming together. Alma High 
School is assuming leadership 
of the league for this coming 
school year.

For 2018-19, the East 
Division will include 
Birch Run, Bridgeport, 
Carrollton, Essexville Garber,
Frankenmuth and Millington.
The Central Division will 
feature Alma, Freeland, 
Midland Bullock Creek, 
Swan Valley, Shepherd and 
Standish-Sterling. The West 
Division will be comprised of 
Hemlock, Ithaca, Michigan 
Lutheran Seminary, Nouvel 
Catholic Central, Pinconning, 
St. Charles, St. Louis and 
Valley Lutheran, for an overall, 
20-school league.
Nouvel is a first-year member. 

Since 2008, eight schools have 
left the TVC, including Vassar 
(2008), Breckenridge, Merrill 
and Otisville-LakeVille in 
2016, and Chesaning, Caro, 
North Branch and Ovid- 
Elsie in 2018. Shepherd and 
Pinconning will make it 10 in 
10 years in 2019.
Ramifications for Frankenmuth 
include increased travel to 
Alma and Standish. Freeland 
and Swan Valley are fairly 
close in proximity.
For football, the recent rivalry 

with Freeland in week nine will 
end as they will be a league foe. 
The Falcons and Eagles have 
met week nine for the past three 
years and nearly all had playoff 
implications. The Eagles will 
open the regular season hosting 
Bay City Central and will close 
at Freeland.

Rivalries will be renewed 
with Swan Valley, which was 
one of the eight original TVC
members, just like ‘Muth. With
Standish-Sterling joining the 
eight-team division, a rivalry 
will likely spark with Garber

See TVC, page-9

DANCING DOLLARS! The Dancing with the Local Stars committee gathered at the site of the under-construction Frankenmuth 
Spray Park, located in Memorial Park. The nearly $1 million project is spearheaded by the Frankenmuth Jaycees, with fundraising 
coming from various community organizations and residents. The committee met on Thursday, June 21, to officially award 
the Jaycees with a check for $102,000. The funds were raised in the last four years of Dancing with the Local Stars, held at 
the Bavarian Inn Lodge. The committee would like to thank everyone who has helped to make this fundraiser happen since it 
began in 2015. “This event would not have been possible without the dedication and effort put in by our dancers, judges, DJ, 
master of ceremonies, donors, attendees and our committee these past years,” Dancing with the Local Stars Committee Chair 
Karen Zehnder said. There will be one more Dancing with the Local Stars event, set for Saturday, March 9, 2019, at the Lodge. 
All proceeds will continue to be earmarked to improve recreation in Frankenmuth. (News photo)

FRANKENMUTH NATIVE JEFF GRAINGER . . . brought his 
Frank Sinatra Experience to the Palmer Schau Platz last 
Sunday evening, kicking off the 2018 Concerts in the Park 
Series organized by the Frankenmuth Women's Club. A large 
crowd showed up for the two-hour show, which was held under 
bright skies and temperate conditions. The club is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year with different concerts every 
Sunday beginning at 7pm through August 12. (News photo)

Volkslaufe
eve to have
plenty of
activities

The Frankenmuth Jaycees are
making final preparations for 
the 43rd annual Volkslaufe, set 
for Tuesday and Wednesday, 
July 3-4, originating in Heritage
Park.

This year's event, chaired by 
Annie Novotney and co-chaired 
by Danielle Daugharty, will 
fall in the middle of the week. 
Middle of the week race days 
typically draw more runners 
and walkers, as people tend to 
stay closer to home rather than 
travel north.

“The People's Race” will 
have five different offerings for 
runners and walkers. The 10K 
run will begin at 8am, followed 
by the 20K run at 8:10am, the 
5K run at 10am, the 5K walk at 
10:02am and the 2K family fun 
run at 11am.

“Pre-registration is around 
1,200 people, which is on par 
from last year. We'll have over 
2,000 signed up,” Novotney
said.

Following is chronological 
break down of the Volkslaufe
events.

July 3
Race registration will be 

open in Heritage Park from 
5-10pm inside the Harvey 
Kern Community Pavilion. 
The Runners Marketplace will 
also be inside the pavilion, 
open 5-10pm. The marketplace
See RACE, page-9

Fans embrace Vintage Base Ball Fest
The setting was perfect 

for the first-ever Michigan 
Vintage Base Ball Festival in
Frankenmuth.

Four fields were used for 
the 30-team tourney, with the 
Frankenmuth River Place field 
having views of Bavarian 
architecture while the other 
three fields, located on Curtis 
Road, showed rolling terrain 
and an agricultural background.

Organizer Matthew Barnard, 
who is also captain of the 
Bavarian Base Ball Club of 
Frankenmuth, was pleased 
with the event, which began 
with a single captains' contest 
Friday evening and finished up
Sunday afternoon.

Area rain seemed to dodge 
the area, leaving just a misty 
Sunday.

“I don't know how the rain 
split up and went around 
Frankenmuth, but I think it is 
safe to safe God is a base ball 
fan,” Barnard quipped.

While the games are 
competitive, the event is 
run more like a festival, 
with no true champion 
crowned. Sportsmanship and 
gentlemanly play are valued, 
as are player nicknames and 
the period lingo which dates 
back to the 1860s. No gloves 
are used and pitching is under
handed.

Quite a few spectators or 
“cranks” watched the games.

There was no-stop action 
Saturday and Sunday as all four 
fields were in play.
“For a first-year event, it really 

couldn't have gone much better. 
The weather worked itself out. 
Vintage base ball can be quite 
competitive in Michigan, so 
it was nice to have an event 
that took some of the pressure 
off and let the clubs meet new 
clubs,” Barnard said. “Many 
new base ball relationships 
have started from the festival.”

Barnard also wishes to thank 
his sponsors, the Emil Rummel 
Agency, River Place and 
Fabiano Brothers Distributing.

“They all pitched in to help 
make this happen. Michael 
Zehnder was a fantastic host. 
That man really cares about 
Frankenmuth and was willing 
to go out on a limb and support 
something he has never heard 
of or seen and let me just do 
something in my head. Michael 
Zehnder already had a great 
vintage gentlemanly manner 
that fits vintage base ball . . . 
he just didn't know it,” Barnard 
stated.

As for a second local festival, 
Barnard said time will tell. He

is also looking for area men 
to join the Bavarian BBC of
Frankenmuth.
“I have many great vintage base 

ball ideas for Frankenmuth, but 
it's really up to Frankenmuth. 
I am still trying to get local 
gentlemen to come and join the 
club as I currently borrow from 
all over the state but would love 
for the roster to be local and 
with new people being exposed 
to our community, to make it 
larger and stronger, of course,” 
Barnard said.

Persons interested in joining 
the club should email Barnard 
at muthvintageball.com.

The Bavarians still have nine 
dates left for 2018, including 
three home dates. On July 21
22, the Bavarians will welcome 
Flat Rock, Franklin and Canton 
on Saturday and Lapeer and 
Richmond on Saturday. On 
September 29, the Bavarians 
will wrap up the season hosting 
Lumber City BBC of Flint.

Road trips include July 28 at 
Rochester, July 29 at Northville, 
August 5 at Greenfield Village, 
August 19 at Columbus, 
September 15 at Bay City and 
September 22 at Rockford.

KAYAKS, CANOES, PONTOONS AND SWIMMERS . . . took part in the eighth annual Tuscola to 
Frankenmuth Paddle and Swim Relay last Saturday morning. Nearly 40 participants took part 
in the event, on a cloudy, misty morning. The event is sanctioned by the Cass RIver Greenway 
Committee. (Photo courtesy/Betty Goyings)

IMPORTANT
FRANKENMUTH NEWS 

INFORMATION

The Frankenmuth News staff has 
adjusted its publishing schedule for the 

Fourth of July holiday.
The NEWS office will be closed on 

July 4 in observence of Independence 
Day. We will open again at 8am on 

Thursday, July 5.
With these holiday hours, the 

Frankenmuth News will be printed a 
day later, on July 5. Newsstands will 

have the early edition by 2pm on July 5, 
all local subscribers will get their paper 

in the mail a day later than usual.
ALL news copy and advertising copy 
for the July 4 issue MUST be at the 
NEWS office no later than 5pm on 

Monday, July 2.

JUNE 27, 2018
(The latest
archived paper)



Inspiration Piece
ELEMENTS TO 
CAPTURE
The minimalist layout and 
content separation lines 
capture the essence of 
readability that the new 
Frankenmuth News
redesign aims to capture.

The website, date, cost 
and barcode are placed 
in easy-to-locate areas.



Inspiration Piece
ELEMENTS TO 
CAPTURE
The divided layout with 
multiple images that 
serve as focal points is a 
design aspect that the 
redesign aims to embody.

The graphic of Chicago 
buildings creates a 
contrast in the paper’s 
masthead that the
redesign can follow with 
its own logo.



Inspiration Piece
ELEMENTS TO 
CAPTURE
This newspaper front 
page embodies the 
separation aimed for in 
the redesign. Sections 
are labeled with content 
previews that help 
differentiate sections 
from each other.

The paper follows a 
comprehensive color 
scheme with the same 
colors being used more 
than once.



Inspiration Piece

ELEMENTS TO 
CAPTURE
The story previews at the 
bottom of the page 
present the opportunity to 
divide stories into 
sections and would give 
the redesign a more 
professional feel. 

The texual differentiation 
between story headlines, 
i.e. italicized and regular 
font choices, is something 
Frankenmuth News can 
use to establish contrast 
between stories.


